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Aims 

Understand the purpose and benefits of priority setting

processes.

Find out about the results of wounds related priorities as

identified by patients and clinicians.

Promote the research priorities for wounds and find out 

how to get involved.
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The Vascular PSP provided an exciting opportunity to gather the 

unique perspectives of clinicians, patients and carers in identifying 

priorities for vascular research in the UK.
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Research Funding (£bn)

NIHR MRC Charities Industry

• Resources for research are 

finite.

• Research funding is 

competitive.

• NIHR funded clinical research 

is 30% commissioned, 

remainder researcher-led.

• Projected charity shortfall of 

£7·8 billion between now and 

2027 as a result of the 

pandemic (IPPR 2020).

Limited Funding for Research
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UK Research Spending
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Burden of Wound Care

Estimated 3.8 million people live with a wound at a cost of £8.3 billion 

per year to the NHS1.

Reduced quality of life and increased socioeconomic burden related 

to wounds. 

Uncertainties about wound healing and the mechanisms of wound 

repair that remain unanswered.

Inconsistencies in wound care practice across the UK.

The National Wound Care Strategy Programme (NWCSP)

The vision is to develop recommendations which support excellence in 

preventing, assessing, and treating people with wounds to optimise healing 

and minimise the burden of wounds for patients, carers and health and 

care providers.

➔

➔

➔

➔

1. Guest, J.F., G.W. Fuller, and P. Vowden, Cohort study evaluating the burden of wounds to the UK’s National Health Service in 2017/2018: 
update from 2012/2013. BMJ Open, 2020. 10(12): p. e045253.
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Priority Setting Processes (PSPs)

Identifies research gaps in a systematic way.

Researchers can focus their efforts on areas where 

potential impact is greatest.

Funders can better target their investment in areas of 

upmost need.

Potential to reduce research waste.

Evidence based research to underpin service 

improvement and treatment for patients. 
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How did the Vascular PSP Agree the 

Priorities?

Delphi Survey 2017: an initial Delphi survey 

to gather the opinions of vascular health care 

professionals about their research priorities. 

A James Lind Alliance 2019 (JLA) survey to 

gather the opinions of vascular patients and 

carers about their research priorities. 

Final workshops 2021 to bring together 

patient and healthcare professional priorities 

to jointly agree research priorities. 
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Special Interest Groups

Research Prioritisation Steering 
Group

PAD Aortic Venous
Diabetic 

foot
Carotid Wounds Amputation Access Service

Overarching Vascular Sub-specialties.

✓ To identify, recruit and appoint appropriate SIG members. 

✓ To support the James Lind Alliance (JLA) Vascular Priority Setting Process. 

✓ To establish research based on both the clinician and patient priorities.

✓ To develop a portfolio of funded research studies in area of special interest.

✓ To promote and facilitate trainee involvement in vascular surgical research.

9
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Summary of the Vascular Priority Setting Process

Clinician Delphi 

Priority Setting Process

Priority Gathering

481 healthcare professionals 

1231 research priorities suggested.

Sorting

Uncertainties collated and organised into 

9 vascular condition areas (SIGs).       

Wound specific uncertainties summarized into 

3 research priorities.

Interim Scoring

3 Wounds research priorities scored by 

clinicians according to

perceived importance.

Amalgamated Research Priorities
15 final wounds priorities identified by combining results 

from clinician Delphi and patient JLA survey. 

Patient JLA 

Priority Setting Process

Priority Gathering

373 patients & carers         

582 research priorities suggested.

Interim Scoring

12 Wounds research priorities scored by 

patients & carers according to perceived 

importance.

Sorting

Uncertainties collated and organised into 

9 vascular condition areas (SIGs).       

Wound specific uncertainties summarized into 

12 research priorities.

FINAL WORKSHOP
Ranked ‘TOP 10’ Wounds research priorities by nominal group 

technique and consensus at final workshop.
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Top 10 Priorities for Vascular Wounds Research

1 How can patient involvement in the decisions about their wounds be improved?

2 How can healing of open wounds be accelerated?

3 How can quality of life be improved in patients with open wounds?

4 How can wound care be personalised to meet patient circumstances or needs?

5 Which service configuration is associated with the best outcomes in wound 

patients?

6 How can communication between clinicians in wound care services be improved?

7 How can consistency in assessment, diagnosis and management in patients with 

wounds be improved?

8 How can wounds be prevented from becoming infected?

9 How can wound healing be optimised in vascular patients?

10 How can communication be improved with patients with wounds?
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Priorities for Vascular Wounds Research

The following priorities were also discussed and put in order at the 

workshop:

11 What is the best way to manage complex, hard to heal leg ulcers?

12 How can Surgical Site Infection in vascular surgery be reduced?

13 Which dressings are best for open wounds in specific situations?

14 How can wound odour be reduced?

15 What is the best way to debride (remove dead or unwanted material) 

from wounds?
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Next Steps

• Publishing the full results.

• Identifying health care 

professional’s research priorities 

in UK vascular surgery - a 

modified Delphi approach. BJS 

Open. 2021;5(2):05.

• The Vascular Priority Setting 

Partnership. Setting the Agenda 

for UK Vascular Research. 

J.Vasc.Soc.G.B.Irel.2021;1(Supp1)

:S1-S31

• Research Priorities for Vascular 

Wounds; Results of the UK 

Vascular James Lind Alliance 

Priority Setting Process

Accepted for Publication 

J.Vasc.Soc.G.B.Irel.
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Next Steps

• Translating wounds 

priorities into funded 

research.

• NIHR JLA Priority Setting 

Rolling Call.

Vascular patients and 

healthcare professionals 

should now advocate 

these research priorities, 

helping to direct funding 

into areas of upmost need 

and greatest impact. 
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Get Involved!

• Keep in touch, let us know how you 

intend to use the priorities, help 

promote the top 10s!

• Journal of Vascular Societies GBI:

https://jvsgbi.com/

• Contact the SIG leads 

Judith.long3@nhs.net


